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Faculty Position E-mail Phone Interests 
Judith Carta Professor and Senior Scientist, 

Institute for Life Span Studies, 
Juniper Gardens Children’s Project 

carta@ku.edu (913) 
321 - 3143 

Response to intervention in Pre-K, evidence-based practices 
for young children, risk factors affecting children's 
development, monitoring progress in young children, and  
parenting interventions and effects on young children. 

Don Deshler Professor, Director of Center for 
Research on Learning 

ddeshler@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0543 

Adolescent literacy, instructional interventions for at-risk 
learners, and learning strategies. 

Sandra Gautt Associate Professor, Doctoral Studies 
Coordinator 

gautt@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 8044 

Leadership preparation, faculty development, and preparing 
future faculty initiatives. 

Juliet Hart Visiting Assistant Professor harthawk@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0547 

Linguistic and multicultural issues in special education, 
emotional and behavioral disorders, and instructional 
strategies for students at-risk and who struggle to learn in 
inclusive settings. 

Eva Horn Professor evahorn@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0615 

Early education for infants, toddlers, and young children at 
risk for developmental delays and those with identified 
disabilities. 

Earle Knowlton Associate Professor eknow@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0544 

Research on and development of technological tools and 
innovations in the preparation of teachers and roles of 
computer and telecommunications technology in cognition 
and learning. 

Keith Lenz Associate Professor klenz@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0620 

Adolescents with learning and behavior problems; adolescent 
literacy, literacy-centered secondary school reform, teacher 
planning for academically diverse classes; strategic 
instruction for teaching diverse groups of learners; high 
incidence disabilities. 

Edward Meyen Professor meyen@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0675 

Instructional design, web-based instruction, curriculum 
development, and the alignment of large-scale assessment 
with instruction. 

Mary Morningstar Associate Professor mmorningstar@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0682 

Secondary special education and transition to adulthood, 
online instruction and professional development, and  
education of students with significant disabilities. 

Nancy Peterson Professor npetersn@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0549 

Early childhood special education, intellectual disabilities, 
and professional development schools. 

Sally Roberts Associate Professor, Associate Dean 
for Teacher Education 

slroberts@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0553 

Education of students with hearing loss and those with 
significant and multiple disabilities and language and 
communication disorders. 

Suzanne Robinson 
 

Associate Professor smrobins@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0552 

Consultation and collaboration, high-incidence disabilities, 
and school reform. 
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Wayne Sailor Professor and Senior Scientist, 
Institute for Life Span Studies. 
Associate Director of Beach Center 
on Disability 

w-sailor@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 4950 

Response to intervention, research on tertiary interventions, 
inclusion, schoolwide positive behavior support, and 
comprehensive school reform using the Schoolwide 
Applications Model (SAM). 

Richard Simpson Professor richsimp@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0507 

Autism spectrum disorders and behavior disorders. 

Thomas Skrtic Professor tms@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0542 

Organization theory, special education policy and 
administration, and qualitative research and evaluation. 

Sean Smith Associate Professor seanj@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0693 

The integration of instructional/assistive technology into the 
lives of individuals with disabilities and their respective 
educational professionals; e-mentoring to enhance teacher 
education/induction; online learning; and addressing the needs 
of individuals with Down syndrome. 

Barbara Thompson Associate Professor bthomps@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0692 

Early childhood special education, inclusive early childhood 
program models, and significant disabilities. 

Ann Turnbull  
 

Professor, Co-Director of Beach 
Center on Disability 

turnbull@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 7608 

Family quality of life, family-professional partnerships, 
community inclusion, and knowledge translation. 

H. Rutherford Turnbull III Professor, former Courtesy Professor 
of Law. Co-Founder, Co-Director of 
Beach Center on Disability 

rud@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 7610 

Special education law, disability law, and public policy 
analysis. 

Chriss Walther-Thomas Department Chair. Professor chrisswt@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0545 

Leadership development and school reform, teacher 
education, collaborative teaching, and program evaluation. 

Michael Wehmeyer Director of Kansas University Center 
on Developmental Disabilities. 
Associate Director of Beach Center 
on Disability. Professor 

wehmeyer@ku.edu (785) 
864 - 0723 

Self-determination, education of students with 
intellectual/developmental disabilities, access to the general 
curriculum for students with significant disabilities, and 
technology use and people with intellectual disabilities. 

 

Support Staff:  Department Office, specialedu@ku.edu Sherrie Saathoff, Admissions, ssaathoff@ku.edu or specialeduadm@ku.edu  
Pam Cullerton, Master’s Advisor, pcullert@ku.edu Donna Goodwin, HR and Grants Management, goodwin2@ku.edu
Leanna Indall, Accounting, lindall@ku.edu Kaye Cherry, Communications, kcherry@ku.edu
 
Practicum Coordinators: 
Deb Griswold, Adaptive and Autism, dgriz@ku.edu Sue Lanyon, Early Childhood, slanyon@ku.edu
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